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responsibility must be attributed in large part to Sir Francis
Galton (1822-1911). Galton was a grandson of Erasmus Darwin
and a cousin of Charles Darwin. After studying medicine,
he travelled extensively in Africa and made some notable
contributions to meteorology. In middle life he took up the
problem of inheritance and later coined the word 'eugenics',
He was a man of great ability and remarkable charm of manner.
He did pioneer work of much interest in the study of inheritance,
and he is not to be dismissed as unscientific or dilettante in any
field which he touched. In spite of this his influence was un-
fortunate, and it cannot be said that he was not personally to
blame for the formulation of a eugenic creed in advance of the
scientific knowledge necessary to sustain it.

Six years after die appearance of the Origin of Species Galton
published an article in which he emphasized the importance of
inheritance in the production of ability. In this article he is
already a propagandist for controlled breeding and shows him-
self to be extremely sanguine as to its probable results. In
subsequent publications he continued to preach the importance
of heredity. It should never be forgotten that he produced
scientific work of no little merit in this field of inquiry; but he
also generalized about heredity in a fashion that was not then
justified. He never seems to have realized that, even if he had
proved that sons resembled fathers to the extent which he be-
lieved to be the case, this did not constitute a science. In 1883
he says that ewe greatly want a brief word to express the science
of improving stock'.1 But there was not and could not be any
science of this kind when the first steps had not been taken to
elucidate the mechanism of inheritance. Nevertheless he coined
the word eugenics and finally defined it as follows: ceugenics
is the study of agencies under social control that may improve
or impair the racial qualities of future generations, either
physically or mentally.'2 In form this is the definition of a
science; but he has imported into the definition conceptions
of value. Science is not concerned with improvement or im-

1  Francis Galton, Inquiries into Human Faculty (1883), p, 34 note.

2  Francis Galton, Memories of My Life (igoo), p. 321.